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NOTIFICATION OF REASONS FOR REFUSAL 



Application No. 
Dated 
Examiner 
Agent 

Articles Concerned 



Japanese Patent Application No. 2001-054692 
November 15, 2002 
KojiSugawara 9460 5L0O 
Mitsuru KIMURA 

main requirement of Section 29, Section 29 
Subsection (2), Section 36 



The present application has been rejected based on the following reasons. Your 
opinion against the rejection will be acceptable within 60 days from the departure date of 
this notification. 



REASON 1: 

The invention recited in the claims of the present application indicated below has 
been rejected, because it does not satisfy the requirement regulated by the Japanese 
Patent Law Section 29, Subsection (1), the main requirement, with regard to the points 
indicated below. 



(Claims, 1, 9, and 10) 

"Attribute information acquiring means", "message creating means", and "message 
processing means" recited in claim 1 are expressed as technical means defining only 
information to be used and desired results in a wishful way, but not expressed as 
technical means utilizing any law of nature. Even though these means are realized by 
using a computer, the expressions defining only information to be used and desired 
results can not be said to sufficiently explain how specifically the information processing 
by software is realized by using hardware resources of a computer. 

In view of the above, the invention recited in claim 1 can not be said to utilize law 
of nature on the whole, thus, does not fall under "invention" referred to in the Japanese 
Patent Law Section 29, Subsection (1), the main requirement. 

For the same reason, the inventions recited in claims 9 and 10, which express the 
invention in claim 1 in different categories, do not fall under "invention" referred to in 
the Japanese Patent Law Section 29, Subsection (1), the main requirement. 
(Claims 2 to 5) 



REASONS 



NOTE 
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Claims 2 to 5 only additionally recites technical means defining information to be 
used and desired results in a wishful way likewise claim 1, or only specifies the kind of 
information. It can not be said that the inventions recited in these claims utilize law of 
nature on the whole with only these additional technical means. Therefore, these 
inventions do not fall under "invention" referred to in the Japanese Patent Law Section 
29, Subsection (1), the main requirement, 
(claims 6 to 8) 

Claims 6 to 8 recites limitations on the "message creating means". However, 
these claims do not particularly recites anything about the "attribute information 
acquiring means" and the "message processing means". Therefore, the inventions 
recited in these claims can not be said to utilize law of nature on the whole, thus do not 
fall under "invention" referred to in the Japanese Patent Law Section 29, Subsection (1), 
the main requirement. 

REASON 2: 

The claims of the present patent application do not satisfy the requirement 
regulated by the Japanese Patent Law Section 36, Subsection (6), paragraph (ii), with 
regard to the points indicated below. 

NOTE 

Claims 1 to 4, 9, and 10 include descriptions only defining information to be used 
and results of using the information, such as "do something based on some information", 
"do something in accordance with something", and "something corresponding to 
something". Since relations between information and processing are vague, the 
technical contents are unclear. Therefore, the scope of the invention for which a patent 
is sought is unclear. 

Accordingly, the inventions recited in claims 1 to 4, 9, and 10 are unclear. 

REASON 3: 

The invention recited in the claims of the present patent application indicated below 
can not be patented under the requirement regulated by the Japanese Patent Law Section 
29 Subsection (2), since the invention could easily have been made, prior to the filing of 
the present patent application, by a person with ordinary skill in the art to which the 
invention pertains, on the basis of the inventions described in the publications indicated 
below which were distributed in Japan or elsewhere, or inventions made available to the 
public through electric telecommunication lines in Japan or elsewhere prior to the filing 
of the present patent application. 



Departure No. 388646 3/4 
Mailed Date November 19, 2002 



NOTE 

(see List of Cited Reference, etc., with regard to cited references, etc.) 

- Claims: 1 to 10 

- Cited References, etc.: 1 to 4 

- Remarks: 

Cited Reference 1 discloses a card display system using a card having a display 
section for displaying rewritable visible printed information and a storage unit for storing 
computer-readable information. In this system, in order to transmit numerical 
information relating to achieved degrees, such as added or accumulated points, grades in 
tests, performance in quizzes and games, etc. in a more improved expressional way, 
messages and illustrations corresponding to the numerical information are printed on the 
display section. 

Further, as disclosed in Cited References 1 to 4, there are publicly known various 
kinds of information to be managed and various kinds of methods for creating messages 
which can be used in a system for providing messages corresponding to each individual 
based on the individual's attribute information, date and time, or other information. 
What kind of information and method are to be used can be arbitrarily selected by a 
person with ordinary skill in the art in accordance with his/her necessity. 

If other reasons for rejection are found, such reasons will be notified. 

List of Cited References, etc. 

1. Unexamined Japanese Patent Application KOKAI Publication No. H9-161031 

2. Unexamined Japanese Patent Application KOKAI Publication No. 2001-22838 

3. Unexamined Japanese Patent Application KOKAI Publication No. H8-249393 

4. Unexamined Japanese Patent Application KOKAI Publication No. Hll-120199 



Record of the result of prior art search 

- Searched technical field Int. Cl(7) G06F17/60, G06K17/00 

- Prior art documents 

Unexamined Japanese Patent Application KOKAI Publication No. H9-212547 
Unexamined Japanese Patent Application KOKAI Publication No. Hll-306442 
Unexamined Japanese Patent Application KOKAI Publication No. Hll -339128 
Unexamined Japanese Patent Application KOKAI Publication No. H3-167666 
Unexamined Japanese Patent Application KOKAI Publication No. H8-339288 
Unexamined Japanese Patent Application KOKAI Publication No. Hll-291675 
Unexamined Japanese Patent Application KOKAI Publication No. Hll-66427 
Unexamined Japanese Patent Application KOKAI Publication No. H8-289022 
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Unexamined Japanese Patent Application KOKAI Publication No. H8-110795 
Unexamined Japanese Patent Application KOKAI Publication No. Hll-351901 

This record is not a component of the reasons for refusal. 

<Suggestion of Amendment, eto 

(1) If you amend the specification, you are required to underline the portions where 
descriptions are changed by the amendment (Regulations under the Patent Law, formality 
No. 13, remark 6). 

(2) In making amendments, you are required to limit such amendments to only 
matters described in the specification or drawings as originally filed with this application, 
and to matters that are directly and unambiguously derivable by a person with ordinary 
skill in the art from the specification or drawings as originally filed with this application. 
You are invited to state reasons for which amendments you make are valid in a written 
opinion, by clearly pointing out the descriptions in the specification as originally filed 
that provide the grounds. With regard to the formalities for a written opinion, you are 
invited to see formalities for a written demand for correction in a trial for opposition to 
grant of a patent. 

(3) In order to satisfy the requirement regulated by the Patent Law Section 29 
Subsection (1) the main requirement, you are invited to write the claims, so that the 
claims may specifically describe how information processing by software is realized by 
using hardware resources (e.g., computing means such as a CPU, storing means such as a 
memory, etc.), that is, how an information processing apparatus or its operational method 
suitable for usage purposes is constituted by performing computing or processing of 
information suitable for usage purposes, with the use of specific means constituted by 
cooperation of software and hardware resources. 
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